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Brighter Planet Greens Up NYC GROWS Garden Festival presented by Target  
 

New York, NY (April 24, 2008) ÐWith a shared appreciation for environmental stewardship and plant-based education, Brighter 
Planet will be joining the NYC GROWS Garden Festival presented by Target and co-hosted by the National Gardening Association 
and the NYC Department of Parks & Recreation. Providing opportunities for socially responsible companies to interact and raise 
awareness among the general public, the NYC GROWS Garden Festival will be even ÒgreenerÓ this year because of the carbon 
offsetting services provided by Brighter Planet. The event, held on Sunday, April 27 in New York CityÕs Union Square Park South 
Plaza from 10 a.m. Ð 5 p.m. is the culmination of National Garden Month¨ , a program of the National Gardening Association 
(www.garden.org), and allows the public to celebrate gardening, learn from garden experts with talks, demonstrations, and 
interactive activities. 
 
By providing practical solutions to climate change, Brighter Planet helps individuals, businesses and events like the NYC GROWS 
Garden Festival presented by Target reduce contributions to global warming and invest in the development of community-based 
renewable energy projects. Brighter Planet worked with the National Gardening Association to estimate the greenhouse gas 
emissions from event sources such as staff travel, fuel usage for generators, and waste disposal. These emissions will be offset by 
investments in renewable energy projects that are owned and operated by family farms across the United States. 
 
ÒIn the fight against global warming, it is important to recognize the impact we have as large groups. Public events like the NYC 
GROWS Garden Festival do not need to have a detrimental effect on the planet, rather, they can become part of the solution,Ó says 
Patti Prairie, CEO of Brighter Planet. 
 
ÒGardening is fundamentally a green activity,Ó says NGAÕs President, Mike Metallo. ÒAll of us, gardeners included, have a 
responsibility to do what we can to create a more sustainable future for the planet, its people and plant life.Ó 
 
About Brighter Planet 
A socially responsible company, Brighter Planet offers innovative products and services to help create a sustainable future for the 
planet and its people. Successfully launching the Brighter Planetª  Visa¨  Credit and Check Cards, along with event offsetting 
services, Brighter Planet is empowering individuals and businesses in the fight against global warming. For more information on 
Brighter Planet, visit www.brighterplanet.com 

 
About the National Gardening Association 
Founded in 1973, NGA is a national nonprofit leader in plant-based education, respected for its award-winning web sites and 
newsletters, grants and curricula for youth gardens, and research for the lawn and garden industry. NGA's mission is to advance 
the personal, community, and educational benefits of gardening by supporting gardeners and teachers with information and 
resources. To learn more, please visit www.garden.org and www.kidsgardening.org. 
 
About the NYC GROWS Garden Festival 
Co-hosted by the National Gardening Association and the NYC Department of Parks & Recreation and presented by Target, the 
festival will be held on Sunday, April 27, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Union Square Park, South Plaza. Featured sponsors are Ames 
True Temper, The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company, and The Home Depot. Additional support provided by Con Edison, Daily News, 
Hilton Garden Inn, Organic Gardening, Scholastic Parent & Child magazine, and WCBS-FM. Visit www.garden.org/nycgrows. 
 
About NYC Parks & Recreation 
Parks & Recreation is the steward of almost 29,000 acres of land Ð 14 percent of New York City Ð including more than 4,000 
individual properties ranging from Yankee Stadium and Central Park to community gardens and Greenstreets. They operate more 
than 800 athletic fields and nearly 1,000 playgrounds. They manage four major stadia, 550 tennis courts, 52 public pools, 48 
recreational facilities, 17 nature centers, 13 golf courses, and 14 miles of beaches. They care for 1,200 monuments and 22 historic 
house museums. They look after 600,000 street trees, and two million more in parks. They are New York CityÕs principal providers 
of athletic facilities. They are home to free concerts, world-class sports events, and cultural festivals. For more information about 
Parks, visit www.nyc.gov/parks. 
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